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                                                                         Ocenjevalci:  ___________________________ 

Drage tekmovalke, dragi tekmovalci! 
Pred vami je regijsko tekmovanje, ki bo pokazalo del vašega znanja angleš�ine. Že dejstvo, da si želite 
tekmovati, pove, da imate angleš�ino radi in da jo nedvomno tudi dobro obvladate.  Prepri�ani smo, da 
bo tako tudi v prihodnje. 
In kako se boste lotili nalog? Svetujemo vam, da najprej preletite vse tekmovalne naloge. Sledijo si po 
dolo�enem redu, vendar se lahko sami odlo�ite, po kakšnem vrstnem redu jih boste reševali.  
�e imate kakšno vprašanje glede reševanja nalog, vprašajte to pred za�etkom reševanja. Kasneje to ne 
bo ve� mogo�e.  
Najprej dobro preberite navodila, nato premislite in napravite, kar naloga zahteva. Pišite �itljivo. Pišite 
z nalivnim peresom ali kemi�nim svin�nikom, nikakor ne s svin�nikom.  
Slovarjev danes ne boste mogli uporabljati.  
Za reševanje tekmovalnih nalog imate na voljo 60 minut. Želimo vam uspešno reševanje! 
 
Nalogo pripravila: državna komisija
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A) Listening 
 

1. Personal Experience 

Jessica, Anne, Peter, Ron, Roy and Jenny will talk about their personal encounters with 
the story of The Railway Children. Listen to them and learn about their experiences 
with the story. Then tick (�) the correct answer box. The first example has been done for 
you. 

Now listen to the text and fill in the chart. 

 

 
 Film 

version 
Stage 

version 
BBC 
series 

Book BBC radio 
dramatization 

Performance 
on ice 

 
Jessica 
 

      
� 

 
Anne 
 

      

 
Peter 
 

      

 
Ron 
 

      

 
Roy 
 

      

 
Jenny 
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B) Reading comprehension 
 
 
 

1. The Railway Children: the Beginning of Things 
 
Complete the text with the missing parts of the text. Write the correct letter in the chart 
below. There are two parts too many. The first example has been done for you. 
 
They were not railway children to begin with. I don't suppose they had ever thought about 
railways 
0 ___ They were just ordinary suburban children, and they lived with their Father and Mother 
in an ordinary red-brick-fronted villa, with coloured glass in the front door, a tiled passage 
that was called a hall, a bath-room with hot and cold water, electric bells, French windows, 
and a good deal of white paint, and 'every modern convenience', as the house-agents say. 
There were three of them. Roberta was the eldest. Of course, 1 ___, but if their Mother had 
had a favourite, it might have been Roberta. Next came Peter, who wished to be an Engineer 
when he grew up; and the youngest was Phyllis, who meant extremely well. 
Mother did not spend all her time in paying dull calls to dull ladies, and sitting dully at home 
waiting for dull ladies to pay calls to her. She was almost always there, 2 ___, and read to 
them, and help them to do their home-lessons. Besides this she used to write stories for them 
while they were at school, and read them aloud after tea, and she always made up funny 
pieces of poetry for their birthdays and for other great occasions, 3 ___. 
These three lucky children always had everything they needed: 4 ___. They had a kind and 
merry nursemaid, and a dog who was called James, and who was their very own. They also 
had a Father who was just perfect never cross, never unjust, and always ready for a game at 
least, if at any time he was not ready, he always had an excellent reason for it, 5 ___. 
You will think that they ought to have been very happy. And so they were, but they did not 
know how happy till the pretty life in the Red Villa was over and done with, 6 ___. The 
dreadful change came quite suddenly. 
Peter had a birthday, his tenth. Among his other presents was a model engine 7 ___. The other 
presents were full of charm, but the Engine was fuller of charm than any of the others were. 
Its charm lasted in its full perfection for exactly three days. Then, owing either to Peter's 
inexperience or Phyllis's good intentions, which had been rather pressing, or to some other 
cause, the Engine suddenly went off with a bang. James was so frightened that he went out 
 and did not come back all day. All the Noah's Ark people who were in the tender were 
broken to bits, 8 ___. The others said he cried over it but of course boys of ten do not cry, 
however terrible the tragedies may be which darken their lot. He said that his eyes were red 
because he had a cold. This turned out to be true, though Peter did not know it was when he 
said it, the next day he had to go to bed and stay there. Mother began to be afraid that he 
might be sickening for measles, when suddenly he sat up in bed and said: 
"I hate gruel, I hate barley water, and I hate bread and milk. I want to get up and have 
something real to eat." 
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a) pretty clothes, good fires, a lovely nursery with heaps of toys, and a Mother Goose 

wall-paper 

b) Mothers never have favourites 

c)  and when it was cooked 

d) more perfect than you could ever have dreamed of 

e) except as a means of getting to Maskelyne and Cook's, the Pantomime, Zoological 

Gardens, and Madame Tussaud's 

f) what an unfortunate but worthy girl Roberta was 

g)  and they had to live a very different life indeed 

h)  ready to play with the children 

i)  but nothing else was hurt except the poor little engine and the feelings of Peter  

j) such as the christening of the new kittens, or the refurnishing of the doll's house, or the 

time when they were getting over the mumps 

k) and explained the reason to the children so interestingly and funnily that they felt sure 

he couldn't help himself 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

e         

 

 
 

 
 

8  
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C) Use of language 
 

1. Complete the text with the missing words; only ONE word is possible in each 
gap. 

       One example has been done for you. 
 
Michael Jr Jose's Opinion about the Book 
 
»This is a story of three children, Roberta, Phyllis and Peter, (0) ____who__ live in a 

respectable suburban villa with a wonderful mother and a father and a cook and 

servants.  

But one day great disgrace and poverty befalls (1) ______________. Father is taken 

away (2) ______________ prison and they have to move to a poor cottage in the 

country near a railway line. Mother writes stories to earn what little they live on and 

they get (3) ______________ to being poor. They learn not to steal coal from the 

railway station, (4) ______________ if they have so little to keep warm by. 

Sometimes they argue and have crises, but in time (5) ______________ make many 

new friends.  

Amusing adventures happen to them (6) ______________ every day. 

They develop the habit (7) ____________ waving to the train as it goes past and 

sometimes the people on the train wave back.  

And somehow (8) ______________ the good things that they do add up together and 

end up coming back to them, and there is a happy ending to it all. « 

 

 
 
 
                                                        

8  
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2. Complete the writer's biography with the missing words from the box. There 
are three words more than needed. The first example has been done for you. 

 
 

admirers              are              attended              childhood              collection 
 

colourful              colour              experienced              her              his 
 

is               on                reflection              works                
 

 
 
Edith Nesbit was an English writer and poet born on 15 August 1858 in London. She spent 

her (0) childhood with her two brothers and sisters and her parents. After her father's sudden 

and unexpected death, she lived in different and various parts of the country and she was send 

to a boarding school. There she (1) ______________ misery and bitterness, but after that she 

travelled with her family throughout France and Germany and also (2) ______________ 

schools there. She was often homesick. 

In 1871 Edith and her family finally settled at Halstead Hall in Kent in England and  the next 

few years were really a source of many memories and influences (3) ______________   her 

future writing. Adventures and events about exploring the surrounding of the places around 

her home were later described and developed in many of her (4) ______________. 

In April 1880 she got married and at that time she became an active socialist, she cut 

 (5) ______________ hair short and established the new values of the advanced woman. 

Because of her interesting image and personality, she was always surrounded by a large 

number of friends and (6) ______________.  Dozens of her stories were published in 

magazines such as the Pall Mall Gazette, Girls' Own Paper, and London's Weekly Dispatch. 

In 1908 her political poems were published in the (7) ______________ Ballads and Lyrics of 

Socialism.  

In 1914 she married Thomas Hucher after her first husband's death. Edith Nesbit died ten 

years later in May 1924 and was buried in Kent in England. Nesbit lived a (8) 

______________ and active life while writing many poems, plays, short stories, fiction and 

non-fiction, but some of her most enduring works (9) ______________ her children's stories. 

With elements of fantasy, time travel and spies, fairy tales and magic, they are a (10) 

______________ of her idyllic childhood days and travels through England, France, and 

Germany. The Railway Children inspired television and film adaptations. 
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D) WRITING 
 

1. The Pride of Perks 
 
You have read the book The Railway Children. Your English teacher has asked you to 
write a short composition in which you describe: 
 
 

• how the three Chimneys children  wanted to surprise Mr. Perks for his birthday, 
• how Mr. Perks reacted and how his reaction  reflects his attitude to charity and 

friendliness;  
• what, in your opinion, is the difference between charity and friendliness (e.g. express 

your views of charity and friendliness, give an example...). 
 

 
Your composition should contain 180 to 220 words. You will be marked on the 
following: content (5 points), vocabulary (3 points), grammar (4 points) and 
organisation (3 points). 
 
 
You may plan your draft here. It will not be marked. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 8

The Pride of Perks 
 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 9

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 15  


