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Drage tekmovalke, dragi tekmovalci! 

Pred vami je območno tekmovanje, na katerem boste ponovno preizkusili del vašega znanja angleščine. 

Verjamemo, da ste v priprave skupaj z mentorji vložili veliko dodatnega dela, ki se bo zagotovo pokazalo tudi v 

dosežkih.  

Tudi tokrat vam svetujemo, da najprej preletite vse tekmovalne naloge. Sami se odločite, po kakšnem vrstnem 

redu jih boste reševali. Najprej dobro preberite navodila, nato premislite in napravite, kar naloga zahteva. 

Posebej pozorni bodite pri nalogi C in jo preberite v celoti. Pišite čitljivo, z nalivnim peresom ali s kemičnim 

svinčnikom, nikakor ne s svinčnikom. Če vam čas dopušča, vse rešitve in besedilo še preverite. 

Če imate kakšno vprašanje glede reševanja nalog, vprašajte nadzornega učitelja pred začetkom tekmovanja. 

Kasneje to ne bo več mogoče.  

Slovarjev in drugih pripomočkov danes ne boste mogli uporabljati.  

Za reševanje tekmovalnih nalog imate na voljo 60 minut. Želimo vam uspešno tekmovanje! 

Tekmovalne naloge je pripravila Državna tekmovalna komisija.  
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A. Bralno razumevanje 

 

1. Spokane People 

 
Read the text on the Spokane People. Decide whether the 

statements in the table below are, according to the text, true 

(T), false (F) or there is no information on this in the text (NT).  

 

The Spokan or Spokane people are a Native American Plateau 

tribe who inhabited the eastern portion of the Washington 

state and parts of northern Idaho. The current Spokane Indian 

Reservation is located in northeastern Washington, with its 

center at Wellpinit. In total, the reservation is about 615 square 

kilometers. The Spokane consisted of three bands that lived 

along the Spokane River. The Spokane Falls were the tribe's 

center of trade and fishing. The population of the Spokane 

people before they encountered the whites is estimated to be 

about 1,400 to 2,500 people.  

The city of Spokane takes the tribe's name, which comes from the answer given by a local 

Indian chief when early fur traders asked him his name: Ilm-wh S-pok-ah-ne, which the 

visitors interpreted as “Illim-Spokanee.” Ilm-wh meant chief, and S-pok-ah-ne means sun.  

Spokane was later interpreted somewhat romantically as "children of the sun."  

For thousands of years the Spokane people lived near the Spokane River surviving by hunting 

and gathering. Spokane territory once sprawled out over three million acres (12,000 km²) of 

land. The Spokane bands were semi-nomadic moving around for nine months of the year 

and settling in permanent winter villages for the other three. 

The first contact the Spokane people had with white men was fur traders and explorers. The 

Lewis and Clark expedition encountered the Spokane tribe in 1805. Already the Spokane 

people were decreasing in population from introduced diseases like smallpox. Shortly after 

the encounter with the Lewis and Clark expedition fur traders and settlers arrived. In 1810 

the North West Company opened the Spokane House, a trade post near the confluence of 

the Spokane and Little Spokane Rivers. After the Spokane House the Pacific Fur Company’s 

Fort Spokane arrived in 1811. The fort later served as a boarding school for the Spokane 

children from 1898 to 1906. The Spokane Reservation was established in 1881. In 1877 the 

Lower Spokane people agreed to move to the Spokane Reservation and in 1887 the Upper 

and Middle Spokane people agreed to move to the Colville Reservation, but not all the 

Spokane people actually moved from the land which caused some conflict with white 
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settlers. One of them was the Coeur d’ Alene War of 1858 when the Spokanes teamed up 

with other tribes but remained neutral in the Nez Perce War of 1877. 

More recently, around the 1950s, uranium was discovered on the reservation and was 

mined from 1956 to 1962 out of an open pit and from 1969 to 1982 at the Midnite Mine. 

The now inactive mine is on the list of Superfund cleanup sites with contaminants including 

metals, radionuclides and acidic drainage.  

The creation of dams has also affected the Spokane people. Fish, especially salmon, was 

important in the Spokane diet. The creation of the Little Falls dam has ended most of the 

salmon migration at Spokane Falls while the Grand Coulee dam ended all salmon runs on the 

Spokane River. 

 

Tick the appropriate box. 

  T F NT 

0 The present Spokane territory is smaller than it was in the past.    

1 Wellpinit has always been the centre of the Spokane people.    

2 The name Spokane comes from the tribe’s language.    

3 
The Spokane tribes wandered around their territory for three 
quarters of the year. 

   

4 The population of the Spokane people was halved by smallpox.    

5 
The Spokane Reservation was created by the Pacific Fur 
Company. 

   

6 In 1858 the Spokanes were involved in the Coeur d’ Alene War.    

7 The Midnite Mine on the Spokane reservation is still operating.    

8 The Spokane territory has been ecologically degraded.    

9 
The construction of dams increased the salmon population in 
the Spokane River. 

   

 

 

Besedilo prirejeno po: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spokane_people  
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2005/jan/23/making-a-name/ 
Vir slik: http://www.spokanetribe.com/reservation, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spokane_people 
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2. Responses to The Absolutely True Diary  

 

Read how this Sherman Alexie’s book was accepted in his home state and complete the 

text. Match the missing parts in the table with the gaps. Write the appropriate letter on 

each line. There are three parts too many. 

Sherman Alexie’s novel, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, was challenged in 

his home state of Washington, (0) _A__. This means that various people have objected to 

certain content, theme, or language in this book. The dispute over the book’s 

appropriateness for high school students took place in the West Valley School District in 

2013. Specifically, (1) _____ that are unsuitable for high school students.  

Alexie’s semi-autobiographical book tells the story of Arnold, a teenage boy who lives on 

the Spokane Indian reservation, but goes to school outside of the reservation to receive 

better education. The novel contains themes such as alcoholism, poverty, hopelessness, 

racism, and even bullying. However, (2) ______that arise in the world today. 

The Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom, which records all instances of challenges to 

literature in the U.S., reports that The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian had been 

approved by the West Valley district’s Instructional Materials Committee for high school 

grades 11 and 12, but (3) ______. These second year high school students studied the book 

in conjunction with Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, for a module on racism. The 

Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom records how this pairing–and the provocative language 

of The Absolutely True Diary–made Alicia Davis, an elementary school teacher with a 

daughter in the 10th class, uncomfortable. She said that the subject matter of To Kill a 

Mockingbird was enough for one class. Davis understood the need for a different cultural 

perspective, but (4) ______; she suggested that Alexie's book should be reserved for college 

classes. The Newsletter adds that Davis's friend, Katie Birley, joined her in protesting against 

the book because the school didn't follow proper protocol. 

However, Josh McKimmy, a 10th grade English teacher at West Valley, spoke up in defence of 

teaching Alexie’s novel to his second year class. “The book is a gateway for reluctant 

readers,” he said. “It deals with issues [my] students are very familiar with as teenagers. 

They really identify with Junior’s problems… Kids struggle with identity; that’s kind of what 

high school is.” To McKimmy, (5) ______, but also teenagers of any ethnicity face today. He 

claimed that he was not teaching the book to create controversy, but rather to raise 

awareness of the problems that exist in the world that students may not have been exposed 

to. 

Furthermore, some (6) ______. In a letter to the editor of The Yakima Herald, Peggy Haskett 

voiced her opinion, opposing the censorship of The Absolutely True Diary: “a book like this 

begs to be read and discussed”. Haskett writes that she encouraged her daughters to read 

the book to be exposed “(7) ______”. 
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As of now, there have been four official complaints about the book that have been recorded. 

The West Valley district's assistant superintendent, Peter Finch, admitted that it was an 

"honest mistake" on their part (8) ______. Thus, Alexie's book was removed from 10th grade 

classes and made supplemental literature for 11th and 12th grades, instead of required 

reading. 

 

A only a few hours' drive away from where the semi-autobiographical work is set 

B for failing to officially approve of teaching the book in 10th grade classes 

C 
many parents claimed that the book contains inappropriate and sexual content and 
language 

D 
with a letter from the National Coalition Against Censorship calling on the board to 
reverse its decision. 

E residents of Yakima defended the book's place in the syllabus 

F was added to the 10th grade curriculum without undergoing the usual procedure 

G to the realities of life for people who grow up in a very different environment 

H book banners want to control debate and limit the imagination 

I 
Alexie uses humour and cartoons to provide an uplifting approach to these serious 
issues 

J 
because it addresses issues such as struggles of adulthood, search for personal 
identity, bullying and poverty 

K 
the book is a way to educate his students about the modern problems that not only 
Native Americans 

L argued that such offensive language has no place in a high school class 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Besedilo prirejeno po https://www.coursehero.com/file/p70vvu8g/45-In-June-2011-the-school-board-voted-3-2-to-

remove-the-book-from-the-school/ 

Vir slike: http://www.oif.ala.org/oif/?p=6397 
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B. Raba jezika 

 

1. Native American Stories 

 

Read about the indigenous Americans’ stories.  Circle the letter in front of the correct 

missing word or phrase. See the example (0). 

 

Native American stories are as varied and rich as the different Native American peoples and  

(0) ____ places they made their homes. Stories were not just for simple entertainment, and 

(1) ____ there are thousands of stories and many tribes, there are certain themes that seem 

to occur regularly. Stories often use spirituality as a basis, including the lives of heroes, 

ancestors and gods. For example, stories centering on the Navajo Sun god, Tsohanoai, depict 

the god (2) ____ a strong man who carries the sun on his back through the sky. 

Cherokee Indians also told stories focusing on the sun. In the story of The Daughter of the 

Sun, the sun (3) ____ angry with people and makes them sick with fever. To stop the sun, 

magic is used to turn a person into a snake to bite the sun. However, the snake bites and kills 

the sun's daughter instead, causing the sun to grieve and the world to grow cold and then 

flood when they are unable to retrieve her from the ghost land. To restore the suns spirits, 

the people (4) ____ to dance. 

Native American stories were used to teach, share a clan's history, explain ceremonies, and 

to broaden their understanding (5) ____ the world around them. Since Native Americans 

relied on the land as a source of food and saw animals as spirits many of their stories center 

around animals.  A Native American story from the Quileute tribe discusses the battle  

(6) ____ thunderbird (a mythological bird often found in Native American folklore) and the 

killer whale. 

A common characteristic of Native American stories and many other cultures is the use of 

the creation myth, and (7) ____ tribe had its own. In the Apache creation story, the world is 

completely dark and devoid of life until a man, "the creator" appears in the darkness and 

begins to create the world around him. 

Tricksters are often a common figure in native folklore, legends, and stories. In the Tlingit 

creation story, the raven tricks a family into giving him the stars to light up the sky. He  

(8) ____ steals light in a box and spits up water from the eternal spring to make the rivers. 

Many Native American stories attempt to explain the creation of the stars. 
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0 A)   / B) few C)  the D) no 

1 A) although B) even C) in spite of D) however 

2 A) like B) such  C) same as D) as 

3 A) got B) turned C) becomes D) goes 

4 A) must B) has C) have D) had 

5 A) in B) of C)   / D) off 

6 A) between B) among C) with D) during 

7 A) all B) each C) most D) a 

8 A) either B) also C) as well D) besides 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prirejeno po http://tribaldirectory.com/information/native-american-stories.html 

Vir slike: https://clipartxtras.com/categories/view/c023fbf1d68c091cdf24111974e505de74b60675/native-american-

storytelling-clipart.html  
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2. The Spirit Family (Minus Junior) 

 

Read the text and complete it. Choose and write the correct words from the box or write 

the correct forms of the words in brackets. In the box, there are four words too many. One 

example has been done for you. 

 

basement      beloved      of     on     ghost    spirit     unbelievable     unfair     unlike 

 

Mary is Arnold's older sister, who lives in the (0) __basement__ of her parents’ house. While 

Arnold draws cartoons, Mary loves to read and write romance novels—though she  

(1) ______________ (hide) this from almost everyone. 

Inspired by Arnold, Mary decides to leave her home in Wellpinit and run away to Montana to 

marry a Flathead Indian. But (2) ______________ Junior, she doesn't completely leave the 

reservation. She still lives on one when she gets to Montana. 

Mary is in the process of writing her life story, though she (3) ______________ (not get) to 

complete her book. She dies in an (4) _______________ (accident) trailer fire, an event that 

completely devastates Arnold. 

As Arnold's drawing tells us, Mr. Spirit could have been a jazz musician and Mrs. Spirit could 

have been a community college teacher. 

Unfortunately, no one listened to their dreams. Arnold's parents are both alcoholics, though 

they are always encouraging (5) _______________ their son and they're not abusive like 

Rowdy's parents. They're just ... really sad. 

But even (6) ______________ (consider) his parents’ neglectful behaviour, Arnold not only 

loves them, but also feels loved by them. At the end of the book, he states that he is part of 

"the tribe of beloved sons". 

Grandmother Spirit is powwow famous, and her greatest gift is tolerance. When she is  

(7) ________________ (strike) by a drunk driver, her dying words ask that Gerald, the man 

who hit her, be forgiven. 
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In many ways, Grandmother is the (8) _________________ of tradition and the past, and her 

funeral brings the entire Spokane Indian Reservation together. But her death also serves as a 

reminder to Arnold that life on the rez is deeply (9) ________________. 

In a way, the death of his grandma is what Arnold prompts to become more    

(10) _________________ (invest) in his life at Reardan—the despair he feels over alcoholism 

in Wellpinit makes it easier for him to invest himself in his new life. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prirejeno po: https://www.shmoop.com/absolutely-true-diary-part-time-indian/grandmother-spirit.html 

Vir slik: http://nemaloknig.info/read-276543/?page=5   
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C. Pisno sporočanje 

1. Being Proud of One’s Hometown 

  

 

   

Read the quotation in the box and write a composition for the joint newsletter of your 
school and your local community about the following: 

1. What makes Arnold think the reservation is so isolated? Is it only due to the geographical 
distance? Explain and support your points of view. 

2.  How does Arnold feel as a member of the community on the rez? How does he cope with 
his situation? 

3. Compare Arnold's situation to yours. How do you feel as a member of your local 
community and why? Where and how do you picture yourself 10 or 15 years from now – in 
your hometown or elsewhere? Explain.  

Your composition should contain 220–250 words. It will be marked on the following: 

content (5 points), vocabulary and spelling (3 points), grammar (4 points), and organisation 

(3 points). 

 

You may plan your draft below. It will not be marked. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Navedek in slika: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, 2015, Anderson Press.  

“If the government wants to hide someone, there’s probably no place more isolated than my 

reservation, which is located approximately one million miles north of Important and two billion 

miles west of Happy.”        Arnold Spirit Jr. (p. 30)   
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BEING PROUD OF ONE’S HOMETOWN 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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