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Seven Wonders of the World - Ancient Times

Great Pyramid of Khufu:
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  This pyramid was built by King Khufu around 2560 BC. Khufu is the second Pharaoh of the fourth dynasty of rulers in Egypt. He was also known as "Cheops".

This pyramid is believed to have been built over 20 years. When it was built its height was around 146 m. But now it is only 137 m. This was one of the tallest structures in the world till 19th century. It was made of white marble. The apex of the pyramid was made of gold and that is why it is missing and looks like it was never installed. 
Each side is oriented towards one of the cardinal points of the compass that is north, south, east and west. This deserves a place among one of the seven wonders of the world for its precision.

Hanging Gardens of Babylon
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This wonder of the world dating from the 12th century BC was located on the east bank of the river Euphrates, South of Baghdad in Iraq. The gardens had 57 terraces, irrigated from the river Euphrates and must have looked like a green oasis in the desert-like Babylon. Not even a picture of them exists nowadays.

The ancient accounts of these hanging gardens describe the structure to be a stairs-like one. The Greek geographer Strabo, describes it as "the garden consists of vaulted terraces raised one above another, and resting upon cube-shaped pillars. These are hollow and filled with earth to allow trees of the largest size to be planted. The pillars, the vaults, and terraces are constructed of baked brick and asphalt." 
Temple of Artemis
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This is located on the west coast of modern Turkey, south of Selcuk county about 50 km south of Smyrna. This place was called Ephesus during ancient times.
It used to be a huge temple, built by the Lydian king Croesus in the 6th century BC and dedicated to Artemis, the Greek goddess of the hunt. This place of worship was 18 m high, with the roof 141 m long and 73 m wide, supported by 127 Ionic columns. (Do you know Corinthian and Doric columns?)

Mausoleum at Halicarnassus
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This Wonder of the World is located in the city of Bodrum, on the Aegean sea, in south-west Turkey. King Mausolus had it built as a burial tomb but he died before it was finished (around 353 BC).

This Mausoleum was made of white marble and had five terraces. Its length and width were 40m x 30 m. It was 45 m in height and had a lot of beautiful statues.

Statue of Zeus
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Located in Olympia, the ancient Greek city, and built by Pheidias in the 5th century BC, the statue was 13 m high and had a wooden frame plated with gold, marble and ivory.

In the 1st century AD, the Roman emperor Caligula tried to take the statue to Rome but failed. But before 5th century AD, wealthy Greeks moved it to Constantinople, which saved the statue for some more years. After that a severe fire destroyed the statue completely.

Lighthouse of Alexandria
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It was located on the ancient island of Pharos, now a promontory on the harbour of the city of Alexandria in Egypt. 

This lighthouse was built around 280 BC and was around 134 m in height with a statue of Poseidon (the Greek god of sea). The design of the lighthouse was unlike the modern slim lighthouse towers. This was built in 3 stages, each built on top of the lower. Three earthquakes stuck in various periods (around AD 956, AD 1303 and AD 1323) damaged the lighthouse significantly. During 1480 AD the Egyptians rebuilt the remnants of the lighthouse as a medieval fort. That was the end to the story of the lighthouse.

This lighthouse was so popular that the word Pharos came into French, Spanish and Italian to mean lighthouse.
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Colossus of Rhodes
This statue was located in the Harbour of the Mediterranean island Rhodes in Greece. The Island of Rhodes is located at the South-western tip of the Asia Minor, where the Aegean sea meets the Mediterranean.

This is a bronze statue of the Sun god, Helios. On the Island of Rhodes 3 cities Ialysos, Kamiros and Lindos formed a unified city with their capital as Rhodes.

They built the Colossus of Rhodes to celebrate a victory. The construction took 12 years and the statue was erected in 282 BC. It weighed 70 tons and it was 40 m high. During the earthquake at about 226 BC, this Colossus of Rhodes (statue) was damaged and fell down. When they planned to rebuild it, the idea was dropped because some Oracle said the city will face misfortune if this statue is rebuilt. That was the final chapter to the story of this wonder of the world. 
Colossus is a general Greek term for an oversized statue (i.e. much larger than a life-size statue) and it also inspired the creation of the famous Statue of Liberty, which was presented in 1886 as an independence gift to the USA by France.

Source:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Wonders_of_the_Ancient_World
Refleksija/ Poročilo/ Komentar o uporab(nost)i:

Učni list je bil uporabljen že trikrat (dvakrat ob nastanku, leta 2009 in nazadnje februarja 2015) in se je izkazal za uporabnega, saj širi besedišče dijakov in prispeva k njihovi splošni razgledanosti v okviru obravnavane teme. 

Učni list je primeren za gimnazijsko populacijo prvega letnika, vendar je pred reševanjem potrebno spoznati samo tematiko – in s tem seveda tudi besedišče – povezano s čudesi antičnega sveta, kar pomeni, da je brez predhodne obravnave tematike učni list težko rešljiv. Večino besed je sicer možno vstaviti že po samem logičnem sklepanju, a vseh ne. 

Priporočljivo je, da zato učitelj predhodno pogleda in preveri, katere besede ustrezajo vrzelim in jih med predhodno obravnavo teme o antičnih čudesih sveta mogoče še posebej poudari, da si jih dijaki zapomnijo. 
Priporočljivo je tudi, da učitelj prej preveri izgovorjavo geografskih in drugih pojmov, npr. Aegean, [image: image1.png]


Euphrates, mausoleum, Babylon, Colossus itd.
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