Lesson Plan – Superstitions – September 2013
Target Students: 4th year classes (all programs, Gimnazija Nova Gorica)
Unit/Topic: Culture of English-Speaking Countries (Holidays, Customs, Superstitions)
Skills: Discussion, Comparison with Slovenian culture, Cultural knowledge and understanding, Reading comprehension, Vocabulary building
Lesson Length: two 45-minute lessons
Lesson Plan:
Day One: Superstitions in general
1. Students are asked to define the word ‘superstition’. Do they have any examples of Slovenian superstitions that they can share? Do they know of any from English-speaking countries?
2. Students are asked to do a matching activity (superstitions quiz) on the projector with a partner.

3. Students are asked to do read the superstitions that bring good or bad luck (Superstitions handout) and tick the ones that are true for Slovenia.
4. The teachers lead the students in a discussion of the superstitions and any reasons for the superstitions to exist that they can think of while checking the answers.

5. If time, the students discuss other superstitions on a handout.

Day Two: The psychology of superstitions
1. Students are asked to remember the superstitions they discussed during the other lesson. Why do they think those superstitions exist? Is there any logic or reasoning behind them? Why do people believe in superstitions?

2. The students take turns reading the article ‘The Psychology of Superstition’ (adapted from an article on webmd.com). The teachers spot-check comprehension as the students progress through the article.

3. The students are asked to orally summarize the main points of the article.
4. The students are asked to do the vocabulary and reading comprehension exercises on the handout.

5. While checking the answers, a discussion of superstitions and the advantages and disadvantages of believing in them, among other topics, develops.

6. If there is time, the “Discussion” activities are done in pairs or small groups. Otherwise, it is homework.
Reflection:

These lessons were planned to both fulfill the topic as required by the course outline and also to provide a fun and interesting introduction to the school year, as these lessons were all carried out at various points in September. It is a topic that students usually enjoy, especially compared to other, drier or less sensational topics. On the whole the students enjoyed the lessons. They generally enjoy opportunities to learn something cultural about the people who speak the language they are studying and to make some comparisons to their own culture.

Some classes found the text difficult, but the oral comprehension checks ensured that they understood the main points. Perhaps in the future some classes (art/theater/sports classes) would do better with a different and easier text, but it is still appropriate for the general gimnazija and European classes students, who can handle more challenging texts.
