Lesson Plan – Men and Women Can’t “Just Be Friends” – 24 March 2014
Target Students: 4a/b/c classes (gimnazija program, Gimnazija Nova Gorica)
Unit/Topic: Relationships, dating, gender, family
Skills: Reading comprehension, Discussion, Analysis of a study, Vocabulary building, Cultural differences/analysis
Lesson Length: one 45-minute lesson

Lesson Plan:

1. The students are asked to work in pairs or small groups (in general, those sitting beside them) to answer the following questions on a Powerpoint:

a. In your opinion, can men and women be friends? Why or why not?
b. Do you know of any examples of men and women (not) being friends?

c. In your opinion, is it more a problem for men to be friends with women, or for women to be friends with men? Why?
2. The students are asked to share their answers with the class; a brief discussion is developed.

3. The students are given a handout with the text of an article titled “Men and Women Can’t ‘Just Be Friends’”, which discusses a study carried out at a university (presumably in the United States). Students take turns reading the text out loud.

4. The students work in pairs or small groups to answer the reading comprehension and discussion questions.

5. The students are asked to share their answers to the questions. A discussion is developed based on the questions. Do the students think that the same results would be found if the study was done at the University of Ljubljana or at another European university? Do they agree with the findings? Have they witnessed or experienced this kind of difference between men and women here in Slovenia?
6. If time, the students do the vocabulary exercise. If not, the exercise is homework.
Reflection:

On the whole the lesson went well, with the usual variations between parallel classes. The format of the lesson is similar to many other lessons done with these classes – a warm-up discussion, a text read as a group or individually, reading comprehension questions, a class discussion, and vocabulary exercise if time allows. As a result, the students were familiar with the format and were able to do the work without much instruction or reminder to keep on task.
A few students thought that the results might be different if the study were done in Slovenia. Some female students were hesitant to voice agreement with the study, especially if the male students had already voiced disagreement, a pattern of behavior that is often found in studies of classroom activity and other mixed-gender gatherings.
The text was taken from an article published on the website of the magazine Scientific American, which is well-regarded for accurate reporting that is accessible to educated but non-expert readers, and is therefore considered trustworthy, academic, and authentic – in other words, ideal for gimnazija students, especially in the later years of the program. It is a good source of materials for future lessons. The only drawback is the need to edit the texts to make them appropriate for a single lesson due to length and level of detail/academic vocabulary.
