Lesson Plan – “The rich are not like you and me”: “The Diamond as Big as the Ritz” – 24 March 2014
Target Students: 4th year classes (gimnazija program, Gimnazija Nova Gorica)
Unit/Topic: Matura text: “The Diamond as Big as the Ritz”
Skills: Discussion, Literature analysis, Connections between literature and “real life”, Connections between/comparing different pieces of literature (“Diamond” and The Catcher in the Rye)
Lesson Length: one 45-minute lesson

Lesson Plan:

1. The students are given a handout with a quote by F. Scott Fitzgerald (author of “Diamond”), several questions, and three excerpts from “Diamond”. After the first iteration of the lesson, they are told to focus on the first part of the handout only – the quote and questions – and to look at the remainder if there is time. The students work in pairs or small groups and are given at least twenty minutes.
2. A student is asked to read the quote out loud for the class. The students are asked to explain what Fitzgerald means in the quote – how would they summarize or paraphrase it? Are there any unfamiliar words or expressions that they need help with?

3. A student is asked to read one of the questions in turn and give their answer/response to it. Other students are invited to give their answers or comment on the first students’ answers, especially if they disagree. A discussion is developed.

4. The students are invited to examine the second task (analysis of excerpts from “Diamond”) at home as homework, at the discretion of the Slovenian teacher.
Reflection:

The lesson was inspired by a Yale University lecture on Fitzgerald’s short stories from 2011 that is available on YouTube as part of Yale’s Open University program, which makes lectures and materials from university courses available to the public. While the lesson shows little resemblance to the original lecture, the key quote about the rich being ‘different from you and me’ comes from Professor Wai Chee Dimock’s Powerpoint presentation, visible in the video, and the lecture was very informative and inspirational for preparing the lesson. As someone without training in teaching literature as literature, and also never having heard of this short story before it was assigned as matura literature, I have found these sorts of online resources very useful.
The handout as prepared turned out to take more time than anticipated, mostly because students reacted well to the quote and questions and the discussion took up most of the lesson – only in one class did we even start looking at the three quotes that come from “Diamond” itself. Making a connection with Catcher was also a good choice as it refreshed students’ memories from months earlier when they had studied Catcher in class and gave them a good opportunity to compare Holden and John Unger’s situations and backgrounds. On the whole the lesson was a success and will likely be repeated in the future; as Catcher is no longer assigned for the matura, it is uncertain if the literary comparison element will be retained in the next school year.
