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Humanity is in the midst of two important technological revolutions: revolution of 

information and communication technologies and revolution of genetic science. Both pose 

great challenges to the traditional established views on the place of an individual in a society, 

on human dignity, personal autonomy and individual freedoms. In addition to (obvious) use of 

genetic information in medical science and research the number of fields in which genetic 

information is used is increasing: law enforcement, criminal law, torts and personal injury, 

domestic relations, forensic science, education, employment, insurance and market. Each of 

these fields holds great promises for future use of genetic information; each also poses distinct 

and severe dangers. It is therefore essential to posit the discourse on the use (and abuse) of 

genetic information in a broader context of the right to privacy, protection of personal data 

and equality before the law. Established legal doctrines prove increasingly insufficient to deal 

with the myriad of issues arising from the progress of genetic science. The question of the 

legal nature of genetic information remains highly disputed – should it be treated as property 

or as individual personal right; should it come closer to the regime of property rights or of 

civil liberties such as privacy. Furthermore, we are only starting to contemplate the 

boundaries of positive and negative discrimination already arising from the use of genetic data 

in public and private sector. The way we proceed  to answer those questions will determine to 

what extent will the progress of genetic science fulfil Utopian prophecies of Orwell (1984), 

Huxley (The Brave New Word) or Kafka (The Process).    

 


