

©Breda Arnejšek 2010/2011

English Language – A Living Language  - KEY 
Answer these questions related to the article in note form. 

1. How does the author of the article describe the present standing of the English language? 

___More alive than ever.____
2. Which authors had a great impact on English in 16th-17th century and more recently in 20th century?

___Shakespeare, ee cummings____

3. What has brought about major changes in English in the last 20 years? 

_changes in society _
4. Which aspect of English has suffered the most remarkable changes in the

     last 20 years? Why?

     fast growth of the English language, mostly technical and scientific 
    terms due to technological revolution   

5. What has happened with some brand names? Give two examples. 

6. __they are verbed __Ex. to Hoover, to Google, to Skype_____

7. How has the word ˝wireless˝ changed lately?

___it used to mean a radio, now it means wireless internet access._

8. How has our communication changed because of the use of the internet? 

___it tends to be short and to the point_____

9. Which is the most frequently used language of the contemporary generation? What is typical of it?

_Text speak . Abbreviations. _____

10. How do many people feel about the latest development of English? Why?
_They feel despaired. They feel that texting is killing English. ___
11. What does David Crystal say about it?

__Rise of the text does not represent a threat to the language._
12. According to Dr Beverley Plester,  how does texting improve the reading and writing skills of children?

__It improves children's phonological awareness__

13. Are children capable of distinguishing between texting and formal English? ____Yes.______

14. Why does the author believe that English is not really threatened? 

__Because it is flexible and widely used. ___

15. What do you think of this article? Who do you side with?  

_______________________________________________________

VOCABULARY: 

To boast – ponašati se z, imeti kar = to have sth that is impressive and that you can be 

             proud of  Ex) Ljubljana boasts a new stadium in Stožice. 
In excess of – nad, preko, več kot = more than Ex) Luggage in excess of 20kg will be 

              charged.

myriad (adj) – neskončna množica – extremely large number of Ex) the myriad problems 

             of modern life
to despair -  obupati = be without hope that the situation will improve Ex) I despair of 

              ever seeing them again,
to enhance – izboljšati, povečati, povišati = to improve or increase the quality Ex) to 

               enhance the reputation of the company; to enhance the quality of life

hoax – potegavščina, prevara, šala = an act intended to trick somebody Ex) a bomb hoax

to adhere to – upoštevati, spoštovati = stick firmly to sth, respect sth Ex) He never

                  adheres to his deadlines. 

rough-and-tumble -  prerivanje, boj, kraval, direndaj – a situation in which people 

           compete with each other and are aggressive in order to get what they want / 

             noisy and slightly violent behaviour when children or animals are playing together
          Ex) This is part of the rough and tumble of political combat. 
Courtesy – uglajenost – refinement – Ex) He treated her with courtesy. 


